
HUNTINGTON DRIVE MEDIANS DESIGN CRITERIA 
 

1. Safety: 

• Safety of maintenance personnel – paved areas prevent them from having to stand/ walk in the street, no planting in 
narrow “noses” (4’ wide or less) 

• Eliminate loading/unloading of lawn mowers in medians 

• Safety of drivers – minimize lane closures/merging necessity 

• Avoid large open areas that might encourage jaywalking 

 

2. Visibility: 

• Clear space between 30” (top of shrubs/ ground covers) and 7’ (bottoms of tree canopies) for driver visibility 

• No trees placed where they could block view of oncoming cars at left turn locations 

 

3. Aesthetics: 

• Clean look with massed plantings – not jumbled/ chaotic looking 

• Color from varying flower/ foliage combinations 

• Use plants that bloom at different times of the year for alternating color, and plants with varying leaf colors 

• Not a dry “desert” look – possibly incorporate some succulents, but not predominantly  
 

4. Water Conservation& Sustainability 

• Eliminate most or all lawn 

• Use low water use plants, emphasizing California natives where appropriate (to meet State requirements) 

• Incorporate natural river rock found locally (including boulders for accent) 

• Incorporate existing trees determined to be healthy; minimize root disturbance/ damage 

 
5. Ease of Maintenance 

• Greatly reduced lawn mowing 

• Planting to be naturally low and spreading (2’-2½’ maximum height), reducing the need for pruning to keep visibility open 

• Place plants back from paving edges to minimize need for edging (and unsightly sheared, woody edges) 
 
6. Design Flexibility 

• Design and construction drawings to be developed for the entire Huntington Drive corridor, but formatted to allow bidding 
and build-out in phases if needed 

• Variety of planting and hardscape for visual interest, but repeated throughout phases for a unified appearance    



HUNTINGTON DRIVE MEDIANS PROCESS  
 

1. Choose a basic design concept and materials 
 
2. Develop detailed design, drawings, and cost estimates for entire Huntington Drive corridor 
 
3. Return to City Council with final construction plans, specifications, and cost estimates  
 
4. City Council decides how much of the Huntington Drive corridor should be included in the 

initial bid package – could be all or segment(s) of the project area 
 
5. Advertise the project for bidding, obtain bids and select a contractor 
 
6. Complete construction 

 
 



ALTERNATE A

ALTERNATE B



ALTERNATE A



ALTERNATE B



ARBUTUS MARINA
NO COMMON NAME

BRACHYCHITON POPULNEUS
BOTTLE TREE

ACACIA STENOPHYLLA
SHOESTRING ACACIA



CERCIS OCCIDENTALIS
WESTERN REDBUD

CHILOPSIS LINEARIS
DESERT WILLOW



COTINUS COGGYGRIA
SMOKE TREE

HETEROMELES ARBUIFOLIA
TOYON

MELALEUCA LINARIFOLIA
FLAX LEAF PAPERBARK



OLEA ‘SWAN HILL’
SWAN HILL OLIVE

PARKINSONIA ‘DESERT MUSEUM’
DESERT MUSEUM PALO VERDE



ARTEMISIA ‘CANYON GREY’
CALIFORNIA SAGEBRUSH HYBRID BACCHARIS PILULARIS ‘PIGEON POINT’

COYOTE BRUSH HYBRID

BOUGAINVILLEA ‘OOH LA LA’
BOUGAINBILLEA HYBRID

CISTUS SALVIFOLIUS ‘PROSTRATUS’
SAGELEAF ROCKROSE

DYMONDIA MARGARETAE
DYMONDIA

EREMOPHILIA GLABRA ‘GREY HORIZON’
EMU BUSH HYBRID



EREOGONUM FASCICULATUM ‘THEODORE PAYNE’
CALIFORNIA BUCKWHEAT HYBRID

LANTANA ‘GOLD RUSH’
LANTANA HYBRID

LIPPIA NODIFLORA
KURAPIA

MONARDELLA VILLOSA
COYOTE MINT

MYOPORUM ‘BURGUNDY CARPET’
MYOPORUM HYBRID

ROSEMARINUS OFFICINALIS ‘HUNTINGTON 
CARPET’

HUNTINGTONCARPET ROSEMARY HYBRID



SALVIA ‘BEES BLISS’
BEES BLISS SAGE

TEUCRIUM CHAMAEDRYS ‘PROSTRATUM’
GERMANDER HYBRID

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM HYBRID
COMMON YARROW HYBRIDS

ARCTOTIS HYBRIDS
AFRICAN DAISY

ALOE STRIATA
CORAL ALOE

COREOPSIS AURICULATA ‘NANA’
DRAWF COREOPSIS



EPILOBIUM (ZAUCHNERIA) ‘ROUTE 
66’

CALIFORNIA FUSCHIA HYBRID LAVANDULA ‘HIDCOTE BLUE’
LAVENDER HYBRID

PENSTEMON HETEROPHYLLUS ‘MARGARITA 
BOP’

FOOTILLS PENSTEMON HYBRID 

VERBENA LILACINA
CEDROS ISLAND VERBENA

BOUTELOUA GRACILIS
BLUE GRAMMA GRASS

FESTUCA IDAHOENSIS ‘SISKYOU BLUE’
IDAHOE BLUE FESCUE

MUHLENBERGIA RIGIDA ‘NASHVILLE’
PURPLE MUHLY





ALTERNATE B PERSPECTIVE AT MONUMENT SIGN



ALTERNATE A PERSPECTIVE AT MONUMENT SIGN



ALTERNATE A PERSPECTIVE CLOSE TO NEEDLE/ NOSE 



ALTERNATE A PERSPECTIVE SHOWING PAVING ENDING WHERE 
ROOTS ARE CLOSE TO CURB



CROSS SECTION ALTERNATE A



CROSS SECTION ALTERNATE B



PAVING IMAGES

COBBLE IN INTERIOR OF 
MEDIANS

COBBLE AT NOSE OF MEDIAN

DECOMPOSED GRANITE

PERVIOUS CONCETE

PERVIOUS CONCETE SECTION

PERVIOUS CONCETE
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